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Our diverse organizations across the world are united in our commitment to justice for al, 
democracy and secular India. We invite you to a press conference highlighting the political 
persecution of students, academics, public intellectuals and activists who exercised their 
fundamental rights to protest against the unconstitutional law, Citizenship Amendment Act 
(CAA). 
 
History will remember CAA (2019) as a major constitutional blunder of the current government 
represented by the far-right Hindutva Nationalists government led by the Bhartiya Janta Party 
(BJP). Misappropriating the historical facts and misleading narrative on CAA to further political 
propaganda is an irresponsible and a misguided act that we condemn collectively. 
Understandably,  it violates the fundamental constitutional rights as per India’s constitution – the 
right to equality (Article 14), right to life and liberty (Article 21), right to religious freedom (Article 
25) and compromises India’s secular credentials. 
 
Amidst the peaceful sit-ins and protests by thousands of Indians including women and student 
population in response to CAA, it is disturbing now to see the right to peaceful protest is being 
violated by state machinery employing draconian laws like UAPA to muzzle the same voices. 
 
We are also disturbed to see the same public voices being framed for the communal violence in 
Delhi. 
 
We demand a judge-led independent investigation into Delhi riots. Secondly, we strongly 
criticise the arrest of Umar Khalid and Pinjra tod activists Devangana Kalita and Natasha 
Narwal, and the naming of Sitaram Yechury, Yogendra Yadav, Jayanti Ghosh and Rahul Roy in 
the supplementary chargesheet in connection to Delhi riots. We demand their unconditional 
release/ clear their names from the chargesheet and instead put all energy to arrest the actual 
rioters. 
 
Finally, we demand to end the state-sanctioned silencing of dissenting voices. We also 
condemn the arrest of  human rights activists Sudhir Dhawale, Rona Wilson, Surendra Gadling, 
Mahesh Raut, Shoma Sen, Arun Ferreira, Vernon Gonsalves, Sudha Bharadwaj and Varavara 
Rao. Dr Anand Teltumbde, and  Gautam Navlakha . The activists were charged under the 
Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Act (UAPA and still in prison, over two years without a trial. We 
demand immediate release of those activists. 
 
We, as a global Indian diaspora, representative voice of diverse groups across the globe 
condemn the framing and persecution of all activists unrelated to Delhi violence without a due 
process, including the arrest of Dr. Umar Khalid, a prominent CPI leader, young scholar and 
Human Rights Activist who spoke publicly against the unconstitutional law like CAA. 
 
Our coalition is coming together to stand in solidarity with all the students, activists and 
academics, and also raise our voices about freedom of expression, which is a necessary pillar 
of any healthy democracy. 
 



We are joined by seasoned political leader Shri Sitaram Yechury and Shri Harsh Mander to 
share their remarks. The press conference will include individual group statements on behalf of 
the broad coalition. We will also invite questions from the press to our guest speakers and group 
spokespersons. 
 

 
 

### 



Delhi Riot Press Conference Opening Remarks 
Dr. Manish Madan 
 
Its September 20, 2020. Good morning, good afternoon, and good evening and shortly a good 
night to all our friends on this call as I understand we have people from all continents and 
hashtag time zones. 

As I begin, we extend our wishes to every Indian citizen with the prayer that they remain safe 
and protected from the COVID19 pandemic. At the same time, we do express our pain and 
sympathies for those who may have lost their loved ones during this difficult time that all our 
countries are going through.  

This is Dr. Manish Madan and I welcome you on behalf of RECLAIMING INDIA - a joint 
initiative of the Global Indian Diaspora that stand for Democratic, Plural, and Progressive India to 
today’s press conference titled “Delhi Riots - Calls for Judge led Independent Investigation - Halt 
Political Persecution and Ending State-Sanctioned silencing of the Dissenting Voices.” We 
represent diverse voices, issues, identities, and their intersections, and importantly enough we 
speak for many voices and grounded perspectives spread across different continents today, only 
with a single-point focus and aspirations of moving India ahead as a forward-looking nation and 
ensuring that as world’s largest secular democracy, we continue to strengthen our fundamental 
character as such. Therefore, Reclaiming India is committed to India’s foundational values that 
once solemnly resolved to constitute India into a socialist, secular, democratic republic with 
securing to all its citizens justice, liberty, equality, and fraternity as we augmented into post-
colonization period after a long and hard-fought struggle to our freedom led by our founding 
fathers and mothers. We cannot let those founding principles defining our national identity go 
astray and loose on the narrative that firmly believes in the strength of both participative and 
parliamentary democracy in defining India’s future. 
 
Today, we are at the crossroads of what does democracy in India really mean? Understandably 
dissent is a fundamental character of a strong democracy but can dissent really exist today? And 
exist without any retribution or fear of retributions or without being shackled or muzzled?  
 
Can a strong democracy sustain itself when Rajya Sabha TV gets censored when members of the 
Parliament from opposition parties are not allowed to vote on the Farmers Bills, as painfully 
expressed by Mr. Derek O’Brien this morning? 
 
Can citizens voice their difference of opinions with the policies, and the unconstitutional law such 
as Citizenship Amendment Act, unconstitutional and misleading as argued by many legal jurists, 
academics, scholars and experts alike.  
 
And for all that is worth, what does Article 19 of the Indian Constitution mean to us today, that 
give all its citizens the right to freedom of speech and expression as well as to assemble peacefully. 
How do we shape India into a forward-looking nation when we still rely on century old Sedition 
laws that were used by the British to systematically quell our struggle to Independent India? How 
do we move India forward if we employ laws such as The Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Act 



that is fundamentally against the principles of due process within the criminal justice system, and 
as it goes with the tenet of guilty until proven innocent as opposed to innocent until proven guilty?  
 
How do we really move India into becoming as world’s greatest nation if we use State-sanctioned 
machinery to hold Contempt for young students, Contempt for intellectuals, Contempt for 
journalist, for the free press, for civil and human right activists, contempt for the minority and 
voiceless, above all including contempt for the electorally representative opposition voices.  
 
In conclusion, by doing all of that, are we weakening the trust, respect and breaking the social 
contract between the elected representatives and the voices they ought to represent? 
 
To answer these questions and much more, I invite Mr. Yechury followed by Mr. Mander to share 
their reflections and keeping the focus on overall theme of this press conference whereby the 
Global Indian Diaspora calls for Judge led Independent Investigation into Delhi Riots - Halt 
Political Persecution and Ending State-Sanctions Abuse against Dissenting Voices. 
 



 
 
PRESS RELEASE:  
 
September 20, 2020 
Berkeley, CA 
 
Hindus for Human Rights (HfHR) calls on the Hindu American community and lawmakers in 
Washington to speak up now to halt the precipitous slide of Indian Democracy under Prime 
Minister Modi  
 

“If we are complacent, if we are silent, we are complicit in perpetuating 
these cycles of violence. None of us can turn away. We all have an obligation 
to speak out.” 
 
- Joe Biden Tweet in May 2020 

 
HfHR joins the global Indian Diaspora organizations in calling for an independent enquiry into the 
North-East Delhi pogroms. We strongly condemn the arrest and intimidation of students, activists, 
and academics for exercizing their constitutional right to free speech and for participating in 
peaceful protests. We demand the immediate release of all political prisoners, including Umar 
Khalid, who was the latest to be arrested for the crime of calling for non-violent satyagraha. 
 
We appeal to the India American community, especially Hindu-Americans, to speak up before it is 
too late against the policies of the Hindu Nationalist government of Prime Minister Modi, which is 
systematically dismantling India’s Democracy. We must unite to stop the nation’s march towards a 
majoritarian Hindu state, which is already stripping the rights of minorities enshrined in the Indian 
Constitution. 
 
As we make this urgent appeal, we call on the community to remember and honor the hardships 
and sacrifices made by early immigrant pioneers from South Asia, who paved the way for others 
like us to contribute to this welcoming society: 
 
Just last week, the City of Berkeley renamed a part of its main street after Kala Bagai, who was one 
of the first South Asian women on the West Coast in 1915: “She faced both local housing 
discrimination in Berkeley, as well as federal racism when her husband Vaishno Das Bagai's US 
citizenship was nullified, ultimately driving him to suicide. But she persisted, building a new life, and 
going on to become a critical immigrant connector and organizer in Southern California after World 
War II.’” 

 

Bhagat Singh Thind fought in the US Army towards the end of World War I. After the war, he sought 
to become a naturalized citizen…[But] In 1923, the Supreme Court ruled against him, which 
retroactively denied all Indian Americans the right to obtain United States citizenship for failing to 
meet the definition of a "white person." Bhagat Singh later applied successfully for citizenship 
through the State of New York. 

https://www.berkeleysouthasian.org/kala-bagai.html
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_v._Bhagat_Singh_Thind


 
Jhamandas Watumull Ramchandani came to Hawaii in 1914 and was one of the first South Asian 
immigrants on the island. The Watumulls are well known today for their Aloha design and textiles in 
their popular stores on the island. His brother, Gobindram, was just a month away from US 
citizenship when his American born wife, Ellen, lost her citizenship as a result of the Bhagat Singh 
ruling. Ellen fought for the restoration of citizenship of women like her who had married South 
Asians. She pushed for the 1922 Cable Act and got her citizenship back in 1931.  
 
It is a matter of great regret that today a large part of the burgeoning Indian American community 
seems to take our presence here for granted, unaware of the struggles of our early pioneers. And, 
sadly, many of us don’t seem to have second thoughts about supporting a government in India that 
is openly targeting India’s minorities, even as we ourselves enjoy all the rights in this society as 
religious and ethnic minorities. 
 
In our view, it is not enough for lawmakers of Hindu origin to declare that they are busy defending 
American Democracy from White Nationalism. When they choose to ignore the large scale 
suppression of democratic dissent in India and/or support the Modi government, they dishonour 
Indian Democracy, and in turn they dishonour our immigrant pioneers and the Civil Rights 
movement to which we owe a great debt of gratitude.   
 
And as Hindus, we feel strongly that conflating political Hindutva with Hinduism, as Hindu 
Nationalists would like us to do, dishonours Hinduism’s ancient call for “Vasudaiva Kutumbakam” 
(The world is one family). 
 
The time to speak up is running out. If we don’t, history will remember us as a community that 
enabled the emergence of Fascism in India. And our political leaders will be remembered as those 
who knowingly chose not to speak up when they could have made a difference. 
 
Hindus for Human Rights (.org) 

OUR MISSION & VISION 

https://www.hindusforhumanrights.org  (HfHR) is a U.S.-based advocacy organization 
that is committed to the ideals of multi -religious pluralism in the United States, India 
and beyond.  

We speak from a Hindu perspective for shanti  (peace), nyaya  (justice) and the 
manavtha (human rights) of all communities. Our Vision is lokasangraha  (universal 
common good) - a world where there is peace among all people, and our planet is 
honored and protected.  

 
Press Contact: 
Raju Rajagopal 
info@hindusforhumanrights 
510-318-4332 
 

https://www.hindusforhumanrights.org/


  

Facebook: @humCAFIhain | Twitter: @humCAFIhain | Email: humCAFIhain@gmail.com 

 

CAFI Press Statement 

Under the BJP regime, justice in India has become a mockery, as is exemplified by the actions of the police in 

Delhi, as well as the nationwide arrests of activists, and intellectuals, social-workers and poets, Dalit and 

Muslim activists, students and singers across the nation. Fabricated confessions are broadcast by the lapdog 

media, and courts are being pressurized to either not take up the cases or ignore the truth. When even a 

former police commissioner indicts the Delhi Police for targeting “peaceful protesters” while ignoring BJP 

leaders who instigated violence, we know that the very fabric of India is being torn apart with impunity. These 

arrests, and the draconian UAPA directly target protests against the blatantly communal and unconstitutional 

CAA and NRC. This repression is happening while the economy is collapsing and unemployment is at an all time 

high. It is happening as the BJP government dismantles labour laws,  forest rights and environmental 

protections, while ensuring that crony capitalists flourish .    

It is urgent, imperative, and necessary to resist this reign of terror. Coalition Against Fascism in India (CAFI) joins 

others in demanding an independent probe into the Delhi pogram, the release of political prisoners, and a 

repeal of the divisive and dangerous CAA and NRC.  

 

About CAFI 

Coalition Against Fascism in India (CAFI) is a coalition of organizations and individuals dedicated to building a 

democratic, equitable, and peaceful India, and to fostering the values of secularism and social justice across the 

world. We are committed to fighting communalism, casteism, racism, and patriarchy in India and amongst 

Indians and Indian-Americans in the United States. To this end, we work closely with other like-minded groups 

and individuals in India, the US, and across the world. 

 



 

Press Statement 
 
Dated: 20.09.2020 

 

The recent arrest of Umar Khalid is part of a witch-hunt conducted by the Indian government 

against dissenting voices, especially minorities and anti-CAA protestors. In his last speech 

before arrest, Umar asked us to not get scared and to keep fighting this fascist regime. We are 

all here today for exactly that purpose. To dissent is not only our democratic right but also our 

duty. 

  

The present Indian government is scared of young students, poets, writers, and academicians. 

Dissent is met with vengeance. While claiming to be “Atmanirbhar” (self-dependent), the 

present regime uses  British era laws to curtail and criminalize dissent. Let us not forget that 

these laws were designed by the British to suppress the freedom struggle. 

  

United Nations special rapporteur for Human Right Defenders recently stated that international 

attention on these issues is an important tool to curtail the attack on activists. It is the need of 

the hour for all of us to unite and raise our voices against this regime. Members of the German 

Parliament in recent talks with us have expressed concern over the human rights violations in 

India and attack on minorities. The chairperson of the Human Rights Committee of the 

European Parliament has recently sent a letter to Mr. Amit Shah voicing her concern on these 

issues as well. The world is watching. 

  

CAVACH strongly condemns the arrest of all activists and stands along with the other 

organizations to defend and fight for the freedom of our human right defenders back home. We 

demand an immediate end to the outrageous and mala fide Delhi riot investigation conducted 

by Delhi Police, an independent inquiry into what caused the Delhi riots, and an immediate 

release of all other political prisoners. 

 

 
 

CAVACH (Collective Against Violation and Abuse of Civil and Human Rights) 



Ambedkar International Center Press Conference* on Sep 20, 2020, in support of Umar Khalid, 
Kabir Kala Manch Artists Sagar Gorkhe, Ramesh Gaichor and Jyoti Jagtap.  
 
JaiBheem ! 
 
We from Ambedkar International Center, USA, representing all Ambedkarites in the USA,  stand 
in solidarity with Umar Khalid and Kabir Kala Manch artists Sagar Gorkhe, Ramesh Gaichor and 
Jyoti Jagtap. 
 
Scholars and Dalit activists like Dr Anand Teltumbade, Ms Sudha Bhardwaj, Rona Wilson, are in 
jail, pending trial, should freed at the earliest.  
 
The Supreme Court, the protector of human rights is not playing its role to check the executive 
that is misusing the stringent UAPA law.  
 
We urge the Supreme Court to increase the Diversity and Inclusion on the court, since it doesn’t 
represent the diversity of the nation. The Court needs people from Scheduled Castes, Tribes, 
backward castes and minorities who witness violence first hand. Wary of the powers that 
executive exercises on the behalf of the rich and the powerful, these poor people see these 
draconian laws differently.  
 
The balance has shifted so much in favor of the executive that govt is bringing in special police 
force that will not require warrant to arrest people and will require govt sanction before the 
courts entertain their pleas. And this happened at the behest of the High Court. 
 
We at Ambedkar International Center, stand for human rights and condemn an attempt to 
silence people. We express our solidarity with Umar Khalid, Kabir Kala Manch activists, scholars 
and academics arrested in Bheema Koregaon  
JaiBheem ! 



 

Students against Hindutva 

Ideology strongly condemns 

the arrest of Student 

Activist Umar Khalid, and 

demands his immediate 

release  

 

Issued: September 19th, 2020 

Umar Khalid, alongside many other young activists, has been arrested under the UAPA: 

the Unlawful Activities Prevention Act. This law aims to prevent terrorist activities in 

India, but it allows government officials to target anyone critical against the state, and 

arrest them as a terrorist. Those booked under the UAPA are also subject to a different 

set of courts, so they are often denied bail and face high sentences. Other activists who 

have been arrested under the UAPA are Varavara Rao, Safoora Zargar, and Mahesh 

Raut. Umar Khalid was accused of instigating violence during the Delhi Pogrom earlier 

this year through speeches advocating for peace, justice, and an end to oppression 

against Muslim and Dalit people in India. Meanwhile, those indulging in hate speech 

against these communities remain untouched. Arresting student activists like Umar 

Khalid is just one part of Hindutva establishment’s plot to hide injustice and stifle 

protest against the CAA and NRC.  

Student activists are leading the movement against the CAA and NRC in India. 

University campuses like Jawaharlal Nehru University and Aligarh Muslim University 

have been sites of both protest uplifting marginalized peoples and violent terrorism 

against said communities. Students have a powerful and impactful voice, which is why 

India’s fascism regime is set on silencing them through any means necessary. As 

students in the US, we have a responsibility to be in solidarity with Umar Kahlid and all 

of the other student activists who have been arrested in India. We aren’t burdened by 

the threat of jail time or even loss of life and property if we speak out against Hindutva 

fascism, so we are ready to use our voices and demand justice for political prisoners in 

India. 

Signed 

Students Against Hindutva Ideology 

 

 



 

About SAHI 

Students Against Hindutva Ideology (SAHI) is an inter-university, inter-faith, 

progressive student coalition focused on changing behaviors in the South Asian diaspora 

in consort with the pro-democracy struggle against Hindutva on the subcontinent. We 

aim to build a network of students within universities across the United States that will 

organize, educate and agitate in support of the frontlines, invoking a universal struggle 

against fascism. We believe that college students — and young people more broadly — 

have an important role to play in bridging geographical and generational divides 

through research, legislative campaigning, and direct action.  

 

Contact: holiagainsthindutva@gmail.com 

Instagram: @studentsagainsthindutva 

Twitter: @Students_A_H 

Facebook: @students 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:holiagainsthindutva@gmail.com


 
For Immediate Release: 
 
September 20, 2020 
Los Angeles, CA 
 
 

Voices Against Fascism in India (VAFI) stands with Indians in exercising their right 
to conscience and questions the role of UAPA in political persecution. 
 
We are in the midst of a conflict at the moment - a conflict between a state that tries to silence 
any questions to its “authority” and its people’s practice of rights.   
 
To make sense of the situation, I have borrowed Late Hardial Bains’ words in his first open letter 
issued after the arrest of his brother Justice Bains under TADA in 1992. I encourage you to read 
the letter in full. I have only adopted some of his words here. 
 
The recent arrests of the “alochaks” of the Govt (and the paramilitary groups that back it) show 
us that - under the ambit of UAPA - the accuser, the judge, and the jury are one and the same; 
and nothing else matters. The “alochaks” are being arrested for their views because they have 
accused the govt of exacerbating the lives of Indians. The govt has chosen not to respond but 
instead arrest those who ask. This is the heart of the conflict being fought for the very conscience 
and democracy in India. Either the “alochaks” relinquish their rights to conscience or the 
government stops being tyrannical - otherwise, there is no end to this conflict  
 
In this vein, Umar’s case represents what Indian Govt. does to anyone that questions its authority. 
It demands you to submit and negotiates this with its huge army and police apparatus. The govt., 
therefore, continuously creates and constructs “law and order problems” while its lackeys worship 
the authority of the state as a cult. Nevertheless, this conflict reveals how the govt itself has 
become the prime factor threatening India’s “law and order” situation. 
 
Finally, a constitution or the laws that emanate from it comes under the realm of rights. This is the 
central issue of our discussion today. Does the govt have a right to put their perspective of what 
constitutes an ‘acceptable view’ above an Indians right to conscience? If not, their actions, 
including UAPA, lose any constitutional legitimacy or force of law. 
 
Umar has pointed out the real problem. It is not a problem of law and order - of violence and 
lawlessness - but a political problem. The government and the obsequious media have instead 
laid the charge of Umar being an “anti-national” as if that justifies all charges against him.  
 
At such a stage, we need to reiterate that we have the right to speak what we wish; just as 
someone has to opine for any other chauvinistic ideology. No one gets to take that right away. 
 
I will end by answering Umar’s call - “I am not afraid”! 



VAFI is a collective of individuals from across USA who advocate against the 
abbreviation of rights and justice experienced by the people of India. We are 
particularly concerned by the rise of political persecution and signs of early 
fascism in the country. 
 
Press Contact: Sristy, (+1)720-998-5430, voicesagainstfascism@gmail.com 
Twitter: @fascistsjao 
Facebook: @voicesagainstnrccaa 
Instagram: @voicesagainstfascisminindia 



 
Event: Reclaiming India - A joint initiative of Global Indian Diaspora  

Calls for Judge led Independent Investigation into Delhi Riots - Halt 
Political Persecution and State-Sanctions Abuse against Dissenting 

Voices 

 

Statement by The London Story 

 

We condemn the incarceration of Umar Khalid and demand his immediate release. We condemn 

the continued imprisonment of students, academics and countless others on non-existent or flimsy 

evidence. We reject in its entirety the narrative being built by Delhi police that puts the blame on 

the minority community in spite of the fact that a vast majority of those who were beaten, lynched 

and burnt alive, those who lost their livelihood and those who were rendered homeless, belong to 

the same community. 

 

As European diaspora learning from European history, we are particularly sensitive to the use of 

victim-blaming as tactic. The use of the anti-terrorist tool UAPA to bypass judicial norms and to 

persecute non-violent protestors will lead India down a dangerous path. We urge the government 

to not take our country down that path. 

 

Respected international Human Rights organizations like Amnesty International have supported 

the claim made by many witnesses that Delhi police had “committed serious human rights 

violations” during the communal riots. The role of certain politicians from the ruling party has also 

been well documented. In this context, we strongly support the demand of the opposition parties 

for an independent probe into the role of the Delhi police in the February riots and the ongoing 

probe into the incident. 

 

The witch-hunt of our brightest minds must stop immediately. Dissent is not a crime in a 

democracy. The cases against Apoorvanad, Sitaram Yechuri, Rahul Roy, Jayati Ghosh, Yogendra 

Yadav and all other falsely accused must be withdrawn. Gulsifa, Natasha Narwal, Devangana 

Kalita, Meeran Haider, and now Umar Khalid as well as many others - some well known, others 

anonymous - remain in jail. Some because they spoke up, and some for simply belonging to a 

particular religion or community. They and all other political prisoners must be released 

immediately. Justice must prevail. 
 



 

 
Press Release 

20th September, 2020 
 

The institutional response to the recent Delhi riots is emblematic of the serious questions about 
how functional Indian democracy remains. The State’s failure to preserve law and order has 
now been worsened by its willful neglect of the affected communities and targeted harassment 
of peace workers. The political opportunism of using the riots as an excuse to target dissenting 
voices on issues such as CAA-NRC is for all to see. The actions of authorities have laid bare a 
critically ailing element of democracy— the relationship between law enforcement agencies and 
the citizens they serve.  
 
Equality under the law is becoming increasingly dependent on a citizen's religious and political 
orientation. Turning a blind eye to the laws for one’s benefactors has become commonplace. 
The consequence of today's institutional deterioration is a police regime that suppresses 
fundamental rights of citizens and muzzles any dissent. 
 
We have always advocated violence as immoral and counterproductive in the pursuit of any 
progressive ideal. Thus, we are doubly outraged by the charging of those professing Gandhian 
methods of transformational resistance, the peace activists and relief workers, with violence! 
These charges are ignorant at best and sinister at worst.  
 
Our demands of the Government of India and statutory authorities in India are as follows: 
 

- Rehabilitate and compensate, at least monetarily, all victims of the gruesome violence 
irrespective of their faiths. 

 
- Constitute an independent investigation authority to conduct a thorough, time-bound, 

and transparent investigation into the Delhi riots, particularly with regards to Delhi 
Police’s conduct. 

 
- Strictly enforce laws pertaining to hate speech to avoid vitiating the atmosphere any 

further. 
 

- And more broadly, immediately release all political prisoners, activists and students who 
have been framed on unsubstantiated charges and held for inordinate lengths of time. 

 
These steps, beyond identifying the law breakers, will provide the necessary space for political 
and civil society efforts that can address the healing of the victims and earnestly start 
reconciliation. Riots in the capital are a stain on the reputation of the nation and any miscarriage 
of justice would be an affront to India's conscience. This is an earnest appeal to act for justice. 
 
Peace.  
 
Contact information: info@yidream.org 
 



 

 

The Humanism Project - 
Australia 
Reclaiming India - A joint initiative of Global Indian  Diaspora  

─ 

 

 

The Humanism Project represents Indians in Australia who belong to various faiths, 
linguistic and cultural backgrounds and take pride in the rich diversity of our heritage. We 
are deeply concerned about the human right violations, assault on minorities, suppression 
of dissent and authoritarian tendencies of the current political dispensation in India. 

In past year, since the  abrogation of Article 370 of the Indian Constitution,  there has been 
protracted internet restrictions, arbitrary use of some of India’s most stringent laws, verbal 
orders of detention , crippling of the local media and a systematic dismantling  of all 
avenues for justice for the people of Jammu and Kashmir. 

In February 2020,  the Delhi Pogram claimed at least 53 lives and injured more than 500. 
This violence occurred with active participation of the Delhi Police with police  officers 
indulging in violence with the rioters; torturing in custody; using excessive force on 
protesters; dismantling protest sites used by peaceful protesters and being mute 
bystanders as rioters wreaked havoc.  

In the months since the riots, Delhi police in their investigations into the riots have filed 
more than 750 First Information Reports (FIRs) and at least 200 charge sheets. Most of 
these were targeted against students, professors and human rights activists, who were 
involved in organising peaceful protests against the Citizenship Amendment Act (CAA).  

Despite the aforementioned violations, there has been no attempt by the Ministry of Home 
Affairs to hold the Delhi police accountable till now.  

These government actions are just a part of a larger systemic suppression of press and 
academic freedom in India, through the invocation of repressive Unlawful Activities 
(Prevention) Act, 1967 and sedition provisions against activists , students, and academics. 
While dissenting voices have been muted, the State and ruling party leaders have 
supported disinformation campaigns demonising political opponents, Muslims and 
dissenters. 

 

 

 

 



  2 

  

 

We, at The Humanism Project - Australia, call for a Judge - led independent investigation 
into the riots, cessation of political persecution and an immediate end to state sanctioned 
silence of dissent 

 

The Humanism Project - Australia 

humanismprojectteam@gmail.com 

Saturday , 19.09.2020 

 

mailto:humanismprojectteam@gmail.com


Suchitra Vijayan, Press Statement 

 

I am glad to be here today, speaking in solidarity with various students, activists, organizations, and freedom 

fighters fighting to reclaim India. We live in dark times  where authoritarian and fascist ideas are celebrated, 

amplified, and reach our homes through TV Channels, WhatsApp forwards, and social media. Here the 

oppressor claims equality with the oppressed. Where bigotry, hate, intolerance , and violence claim equality 

with ideas of freedom, justice, and dignity.  

Every day we wake up to the news of arrests under illegal and inhuman laws and charges filled based on 

manufactured evidence. The very institutions meant to protect and safeguard our rights have systematically 

abdicated their responsibility. We witness the burden of proof being unjustly and disproportionately shifted 

against those brutalized by State Violence. Our public space has been cleared of the fundamental ideas of 

accountability and integrity.  

Silence in the face of fascism is treason. In these dire times, resistance is not a rhetorical word; it is a duty. 

What are people like Umar Khalid, hundreds of thousands of students, and our political prisoners fighting 

for ? They are fighting something sinister; they are fighting against Hindutva's creation of a new subject, 

eroded citizenship rights, and wholly made of hate and bigotry.   

I also want to take this moment to recognize the dark abyss of our reality and acknowledge the long and 

exhausting struggle ahead. Prof GN Saibaba continues to languish in prison; many of the BK 12 prisoners 

have spent over two years incarcerated without evidence, and we fear more arrest in the coming weeks.  

We have to understand that authoritarian politics aims to exhaust us of our hope, to convince us that change 

is impossible. We have no time for defeatism; this is when we get to work. I am ending with a lesson from 

history. Erich Honecker, head East Germany, on January 19, 1989, said that "the Berlin Wall will be 

standing in 50 and even in 100 years," just months before the wall came crumbling down. What now seems 

daunting and impossible edifice of oppression and injustice will shatter.  

 

 



 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

September 20, 2020 

Indian American Diaspora Call for an Independent Investigation into Delhi Riots, Halting of Political              
Persecution and Ending State-Sanctioned Silencing of the Dissenting Voices 

New Jersey (September 20, 2020). Global Indian Progressive Alliance (GIPA) is a grassroots organization              
(HQ, New Jersey). We stand for bringing people together toward building progressive communities and              
dedicated members represented by academicians, researchers, political and civic leaders, corporate leaders,            
grounded in scientific, evidence-based research, driven in the pursuits of facts, liberty, rationality, advocacy              
and social justice. 
 
As progressive Indians, we were deeply disturbed to see the passage of Citizenship Amendment Act (2019),                
that remains as one of the most divisive, polarizing, and misleading law in the books today. We have argued                   
that the key aspect of this Act must be understood in the context of “Act of Commission versus the Act of                     
Omission.” In other words, while we appreciate whom the law is helping (6 religious denominations from the                 
three listed countries) but in doing so, we must not also deviate from bringing attention to whom the law is                    
excluding and impacting (i.e., Muslims, Jews or Atheists and many others who will not be able to furnish                  
their papers to assert their citizenship, and that will be particularly members from Tribal, Dalit and many                 
economically disadvantaged community). 

As firm believers in participative democracy, while the powers-to-be should have appreciated dissenting             
voices that opposed the CAA for highlighting its grounded violation of constitutional guarantees as offered by                
Article 14, 21, 25 and Amendment 42 which brought forth secular ideals of Indian constitution, it became                 
deeply disturbing to see the weakening of the social contract where the State is using laws like UAPA to                   
muzzle voices from the citizenry. 

Rooted in anti-Muslim sentiment, Delhi saw the burning of nearly 92 houses, 427 shops, 500 vehicles, six                 
warehouses, two schools, four factories, four religious places and more than 450 people having suffered               
injuries of various aggravations, with early estimates indicating economic loss of nearly $35 billion.  1

 
53 deaths were officially recorded with many victims being inhumanely brutalized or incapacitated while              
some bodies are also being recovered from the drains. While people grapple with appropriating the right label                 
to suit country’s collective conscious from Riots to Violence to Pogrom, little doubt remained in seeing this as                  
an outcome of a calculated and systematic assault on India’s pluralistic values, its social and secular fabric,                 
and that springs from the politics of fear, hate and polarization championed by the Saffron-Supremacist forces                
over decades.  

1 https://www.nationalheraldindia.com/opinion/modi-10-to-20-from-godhra-to-delhi 
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As progressive voices, what remains more troubling is to see sanctioning of citizens who called for Dr.                 
Ambedkar and Gandhian values, while celebrating those voices that effused violent chants and war-cry like               
symbolism. It will be naive and callous for anyone to assume that the pain and loss of the few Hindu lives                     
does not deserve mention or call for sympathy but with the majority victims as Muslims, all of these point to                    
implementing a pogrom under Modi’s flagship Make in India – where unfortunately India is truly becoming a                 
victim of her own self.  2

On the surface, UAPA stands against International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (1967), against due                
process – fundamental tenet of a democracy and grounded criminal justice system where it holds individual                
guilty before proven innocent, and it is against human rights protection. 

Borrowing the words of Prime Minister Modi, “I want this Government to be criticized. Criticism makes                
democracy strong: PM, and Dissent makes the Democracy stronger” 

Today’s policing model reminds us of the political era within the United States in the early 1900s. On a                   
positive front, the political era marked by close cohesion of politicians and law enforcement was eventually                
usurped by the Reform Era and it is our hope as progressives that the police in India are reminded of their                     
obligation is to serve the citizens as first and foremost line of duty. 

As a Progressive Alliance, we also position ourselves by paraphrasing some of the words of late Supreme                 
Court Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg, "Dissents speak to a future age. It's not simply to say, ‘my colleagues are                   
wrong, and I would do it this way,’ but the greatest dissents do become court opinions." 

In closing, we expressly state our solidarity in insisting the ruling government as well as the opposition voices                  
to take all dissenting voices in good faith, and immediately support the Global Indian Diaspora calls for an                  
independent investigation into Delhi riots, led by a well-respected Senior judge, halt political persecution and               
end systematic sanctioning and silencing of our students, citizens, old and young alike. We also hope that                 
Indian parliament recognizes the compassion of all diaspora voices and deep concern for the current political                
environment. 

On Behalf of  
Global Indian Progressive Alliance 

info@gipausa.org 

2 https://www.nationalheraldindia.com/opinion/modi-10-to-20-from-godhra-to-delhi 
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