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Australia accused of silence

In a statement released by the
Australian Federation of Islamic
Council, the government was ac-
cused of allowing Australia to join
the ranks of silent, distant, un-
' concerned observers while a na-
tion, whose sovereignty Australia
was first to recognise was being

slaughtered.

The statement was read by a Bosnian
community leader Mr Osman Softic after
the Friday prayers last week at AFIC
headquarters in Zetland.

“It is a great pity that the Australian
Government has thought it fit to remain
silent on this central moral issue of human

ons of human rights in western countries
to shame!” added Mr Softic. -

Amid all the talk of ceasefire, truce and
NATO bombings, the  Serbians continue
to play the game of cat and mouse with
innocent Bosnian life. In spite of world-
wide condemnation, the Serbian guns are
still pounding the Gorazde and other cities
declared by UN as safe havens.

“We demand a proactive role by the
Prime Minister and the Foreign Minister
in the pursuit for justice and peace, action

genocide of Muslims in Bosnia” the AFIC
statement said.

The double standards practiced by the
UN, the European community and the
United States were poeinted by AFIC, who

torn apart and its population

| rights. The Serbs have put all the champi-

notwords, to haltthe pillage, the rapeand

N

- Mr 'O'Sm&iz'}S’oﬁib

have hollowly condemned this consistent
pattern of Serbian savagery but at the
- same time denying Bosnians the right to
defend themselves. On the contrary a
policy of allowing the aggressor to be
rewarded has emboldened the criminal
Serbian operators namely Dr Radovan
and General Mladic to call the UN bluffs
and commit one atrocity after another”.
Mr David Lange, former Prime Minis-
ter of New Zealand and now the Minister
for Foreign Affairs in the Shadow Cabi-
net, was appalled at the situation in Bos-
Continued on page 2
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hundred issues.

MESSAGE FROM T_HE PRIME MINISTER, THE HON P J KEATING MP

llextend my warmest congratulations to the staff and management of the
Australasian Muslim Times for reaching the important milestone of one

It is my great pleasure to congratulate the Australian Muslim Times on
the publication of its 100th edition.

The paper began publishing more than three years ago in January
1991 for people of lhe Islamic faith who represent 23 nationalitics
residing in Australia, and as a bridge between followers of Islam and
the general community.

It is also muled around the world to destinations including South East
Asia.

There is a strong need in Australia for the promotion of greater
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By all aomrts, your newspaper serves the needs of the diverse Muslim
community in Australia, and in doing so it serves all Australians.

A Nmmwlt.erdlsm is one of Australia's great sirengths. We have set an

- sxample to the world in the fields of tolerance and understanding among
“sthnic communities. And we are now! begnnlngin reap economic benefits
from our broad range of ethnic communities because they enhance our ability
to relate to the outside world as a s:)phwt]ulad Iradmg nation.

I thank Australasian Muilmﬂmsrormecomrhhuu rthumadetutm
§ spirit of community and tolerance, and wish the newspaper and its largely -
vulmteerworid‘mua"thehostfwtfnmacthmdndedrﬂm

‘Australia and, in so doing, has served not only those people who follow
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understanding of onc another’s belicfs and living principles.
The Muslim Times has dedicated itself to providing a focus on Islam in
the religion but those interesied in understanding it better.

This promotcs greater harmony in our socicty and helps mould
Australia’s emerging multiculture,

I wish you another century of successful editions.

John Fahey
Premier
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